2006 Alpha Conference

The Hidden Treasure of Action Scripting

Presented by Frances Peake

Introduction

Many Alpha Five users overlook Action Scripting and the Xdialog Genie, assuming that
they are not powerful enough or are too restrictive. Discover how you can save time and
build your Xbasic and Xdialog skills by letting the Action Script genies write your code.
Then with a few simple steps, modify and enhance it to meet complex requirements.

How | became an Xbasic programmer

I never considered myself to be a programmer, yet | have built a 15-year career
developing database applications with Alpha Five. Business people are attracted to Alpha
Five because it was designed for them, not for programmers. With Alpha Five, you really
can solve most database challenges without writing code.

I respect and admire those in the Alpha developer community who, when faced with a
database challenge, reach for Xbasic first. They are adept at Xbasic programming. They
prefer it and often recommend it over using Action Scripting, Genies, Saved Operations
and Web Components. Ironically, these powerful-but-easy-to-use tools are exactly what
make Alpha Five so much more appealing than its competitors!

As a non-programmer, | reach for Action Scripting and the other “non-programmer” tools
first. Nevertheless in recent years | have met with some challenges that required me to
learn more and more Xbasic. | have come to appreciate the higher degree of control and
efficiency that it can provide.

These days | create a lot of hybrid scripts — part Action Scripting and part Xbasic. | often
start in Action Scripting and then convert some of the actions to Xbasic for further
customization. (The same can be accomplished with Operations by defining them in the
Control Panel and converting them to Xbasic.) Studying the code that Action Scripting
generates is a great way to learn Xbasic!

What you will learn from this presentation

= Highlights from the Xdialog Action Script genie
= When to convert Action Scripts to Xbasic
= How to integrate Action Scripting and Xbasic

The following examples are contained in the A5ConfActionScripting database, which can
be downloaded from the conference server during the conference, or from
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http://www.proctorandpeake.com/a5conf/A5Conf2006ActionScripting.zip. A copy of this
document in PDF format is included in the zip file.

Example #1 Action Scripting: “Print Product List” Button

The Print Product List button illustrates a very common use of Action Scripting. Rarely
do you want a report to print every record every time. The actions for previewing,
printing, e-mailing and archiving layouts give you an easy way to select which records
will print.

= Product an -5

Print Product

Pracuct [ PO -

Category |Clnthing Categories: Ciothing
Equiprment
Description ||_|n-:.F.:.|d Quiick Dry o Misc
Shoes
Price  [7.06

Prices over (example 3,990 |

Gwartity in Stock: [ Ok l [ Cancel ]

Here are the steps to create the Print Product List button’s action script.

1. Edit the form frmProduct. In the Form Editor choose the Button tool on from the
Toolbox. With your mouse, draw a button. This will start the Define Button genie.

2. In the Define Button genie, choose Use Action Scripting and click Next.

3. Click Add New Action to go to Select Action. Choose the Reports category and
the Preview a Layout action, as shown in the illustration below.
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" File Edit Yiew Form  Object  Arrange  Styleshests  Window  Help =] =l

BroFu S50
=5 : Define Button

Fom 4]
3 Selection Tool
=4 Horizonkal Shift
Select Action M wertical Shift
4 Choose a category and an action, A B
A Category Action Type-In Field
- |ﬁ FindjLocate A B archive s Layout ﬂ @ Radio Button
] |[B] FormfBrowse | |/= Display 'Print Current Record' Dialog B Check Box
] in..z Index/Saort 5 Display 'PrintfSend Selected Records' Dialag
1 [F® Menu Commands (58] Override Default Filename for Print to File Bl Combo Box
I |4 Miscellaneous 5 Override Default Printer List Biox
] i Metwork Optimization all = I &J Record-List Edit
1 | @@ Chiects Properties (Set and Get) £ Print: a Layout Combo Box
| T Cperations [ Pestore Default Fllename For Prink to File [ Record-List List Box
# Query 5 Restore Default Printer Trearonticl
4| b Record Navigation B Save aLayout ko a File E B .
. . 4 Fop-dowin [ree
B Records . @ Send a Lavouk via E-mail Control
1 = : . r Two-skate Butkon
E ‘&- Scripks = )
1 v variables L Mulki-state Button
1 [y windaw Commands |[E Button
1/¥B #basic R, Rich Text
7 wdialog Windows 1= L
] 3 Browse
] = E] Sub-Form

4. Click OK. On the Preview a Layout genie, choose rptProduct. Click Next to select
the records to print.

Select records to print:

Specify record selection criteria to apply in addition to those defined in the Layout,
[ Mo additional selection criteria ~
Recards that match the walue in a Contral on the current Form B
F at runtime

A, Order criteria, no g

T Records selected b Add Condition
¥ Records selected by & Construct a filker condition by selecting a Field, then an Gperatar, then a Yalue,
| Marked/Un-Marked
5.7 Range of record ny
a..f Range of key valus

Field: Operator; Option:

_ | <Record Mumber = lh ~ () 5t value now

Fiter | ordar | Que roduct id — (fis nat equal ko riable
Latedo is after ]| (&) Prompt: at Runtime
Diescripkion iz after or equal ko k
Cost - |lis before = | Prampt:
Retail is beF_ore ar equal to |Categ0ry |
Re_order __|||contains the character s
‘endor starts with the character [ Cuskomize Parameter ]
Gy _in_stock ends with the characters

(} Y Sizes_avail | is blank. ~

[ Help ] [ Cancel J [ < Back, ] Mext =
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5. Choose Prompt for Parameters at Runtime, then click the green plus sign to add a
condition, as shown on the previous page.

6. Choose Prompt at Runtime and click the Customize Parameter Button.
7. Under Define ‘Category’ Parameter choose Multi-Select List Box.

8. To the question “How do you want to define the choices”, select Computed
Automatically. Then fill in the dialog box as shown below.

Crder criteria, no a
Records selected b7

Records selected b) < Canstruct a Filker condition by selecting a Field, then an Operatar, then a Yalue,
Marked/Un-Marked Nefine - n o
Range of record nu ! e
Range of key value Style: | Multi-sefect List Box v|
Field: Fault valus: Cption:
<Record Mu s et | | | O set value now
ilker |Order || el Product id Choices: | |E] — | (0 et value to a Variable
@ Prormpt at Runtime
Descripkion
Promptk:
Define nire |Categ0ry |
Haowe do you want ko define the choices?: |Computed Automatically v | [ Customize: Parameter ]

Hows do you wank bo compute the choices?: |\1'alues From a table or set 3 |
[ [l ] [ Cancel ]
Tahle/Set Mame: |prod_category 3 |
el |Category | [ select |
Filter: | ﬂ
Fditar (Tip: To show unigue values only in the List Box, check the:

"Unique records only' check box on the Query Options tab
after wou display the Filker Builder).

Order:

1

9. Click OK 3 times to return to the Preview a layout dialog.

10. Now you are ready to enter the next condition, “Prices over $”. Click the green
plus sign and fill in the Add Condition dialog box as shown below.

Proctor & Peake, Inc. www.proctorandpeake.com Page 4 of 18



2006 Alpha Conference

The Hidden Treasure of Action Scripting

FEdl Prompt for Parameters at runtime:

A, Order criteria, no add
T Records selected by 4
¥ Records selected by 4 ¥ Construct a filker condition by selecting a Field, then an Operator, then a Value,
»| Marked/Un-Marked re

5.7 Range of record numbl And)c Cor

a.f Range of key values

Add Condition

Field: Opetator: Option:
=Record Mumber = ~ |lis egual ko O Set value now

Filker Product_id is not equalto () 5et value to a Yariable

Order | Query Cateqary s greater than () (3 Prompt at Runtime

Description is greater than or equal ta (»=)
Cost is less than (<) mpk:
is less than or equal to (<=} |Prices over {example 9.99) ¢
Re_order i blank
wendar is not blank [ T —Customize ParamEte ]
by _in_stock,
Sizes_avail b’

#[ gk g =

11. Click OK to return to the Preview a layout dialog, then click Finish twice to return
to the form editor.

12. Save the form and test the button you created.

Example #2 Xdialog Genie: “Add Item (2 dialogs — conditional
actions)” Button

Some products in the sample database, such as clothing, are available in different sizes.
This is indicated by the Sizes_avail field in the Product table. The sizes for these products
are contained in the Product_sizes table.

The button in this example adds an item to the invoice on the Invoice form. The user can
choose a product to add to the invoice and if the product is available in sizes, then a
second prompt lets them choose the size.

This example shows:
= Two different styles of combo box

= Getting values from a table into a variable
= Using conditions in Action Scripting
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E nvoice u E 'x-
Invoice = Date
Customer ID Company |Smar‘t Stuffing |

First Hame |Fred | Last Hame |J|:unes |

Product Id Desgumts ion Size S
¥/POO2 Muprene 1 Gt Boff U LORTES] 3
OO UrnoFold Quick D .
PO33 Pearlman Propang Category: |Cluthing v|
F106 Mykey Aerobic Shi Product: Pllpha Sports T-5hirt v |
FPOED Moonan's 48 G C )
# |cMNew item: S - =

oK ] [ Cancel ]

Rather than recreating this button, you will go into the Action Script editor to study how
it is put together.

1. Edit the invoice form frminvoice. In the Form Editor, right-click the Add Item (2
dialogs — conditional actions)” button. Choose the OnPush event.

2. The Code Editor will open, showing you the Action Scripting actions. Use the
Edit Action button to step through each genie. When finished, click Finish.

cabngde Editor =

Layaut Events v | |Frm1nvaice

script Genie: Display an XDialog Box

] . D
e PTTTNY ]

USTR | frminvoice:BUTTONI.ONPUsh | Interad @ Hﬁﬁ_l SEF'IHE|VzIabIE

ariable Mame: | praduct_Id

Record list displays selected records from a table.
¥ 'quantlty

i .ﬂw Frompt: Product Tahle and Filter

y v | B Digplay an ¥Dialog & x T |Character Table: |pr’nduct v
ez 2| @Y Setvariable(s) to fie e ‘
= |2 | B Display an ¥Dislog B Width: 40 |characters Filter: |Category = War-=vCategary EJ
Mupr D | e e Nledw Rlecord Default Yalue: I=m-

L1 Set Field Yalues . .

LiroF] Columns in Record List

et [ % Set Field values atyle: EF Edit-Cambe Box EE
Feaily| M List Box EHDescn tion
hef || | W SaveRecord Uiy e
Moot | |¥) | 3@ Activate an Object @ Radio Button

B Multi-select List Box E]
tlpha Add Mew Variable 1] Check Bo-List Box
*

Record Lisk-Lisk B

[ action is conditional t-Combo o [ Add Colurnn ] [ Edit Column
e 3
[eid Difine Record Lis
Return Yalug
Prompt for product and quantity Preview Xdialog | Field/expression value to stare in variable when selection is made
Enter the name of Alpha Five vatiable assof from recard list,

with this parameter,

iProduct_id o

Display column headings?
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Example #3 Xdialog Converted and Modified: “Add Item (single dialog
— conditional xdialog)” Button

This button accomplishes the same thing as the button in #4, but the size choices appear
on the same dialog box as the choice of product. It uses an Xdialog condition to offer this
choice only when sizes are available for the chosen product.

This example shows how you can convert the Show an Xdialog action to Xbasic and
modify the Xdialog code to add a condition. In addition to adding the condition, we will
use a trick to force the sort order of the sizes combo box column. We want the sizes to
sort on the Sort_by field rather than sorting alphabetically by the letter for size.

x|

Cakegory: lathing W
Product: Alpha sports T-Shirk v
Quankiky: 1 =
Size: w
Size N
[0]4
= MED
L5
ALG
W

Here are the steps to convert the Xdialog and make the size prompt conditional:

1. Start by editing the Add Item (single dialog — conditional xdialog)” button’s
OnPush event.

2. Edit the commented-out Show an Xdialog action so that you are familiar with its
variables and controls. This is the action that we will copy and convert to Xbasic.

3. Copy the Show an Xdialog action by right-clicking on it and choosing Copy as
shown below. When prompted, choose to copy the Current Action.
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% Code Editor

||
L)

[La_yout Events vi |FrmInvoice vi lSeIect Chiject. .. ]

sFrmInvoice: BUTTOMNZ, OnPush i-Interactive;
| !

gk Add Mew Action K Delete Action E‘f Edit Action FY ¥ | If Showhide Conditions

~ | Display an ¥Dialog Box Prorpt for product, quantity and size & : !
w | E Inline ¥basic Inline-xbasic. Corwerted from: Promp Add new ackion
] @ Set variableds) to field values | Get desc, price from product table g Edi action
1L | k# Enter Mew Record Enter new record in current form at B ¥ Delete acti
w | Set Field Yalues Enter product ID, desc, price, quantity, © G
v | B Save Record Save record % cut
¥ | B Activate an Object Activate object ‘Buthon2' in current for |
Copy
E Paste
- Mowe action Uy
[ Action is conditional - § dJ:I
Qe JCEION JoWn
M Wiew #hasic

B3|
e

Prompt for praduct, quantity and size Convert ta Inline-Xbasic

<

Toggls conditions onfoff

Edit comment
: Comment oukjin this action

4. Right-click again and choose Paste.

5. The action is commented out, which is indicated by the green // to its left. Right-
click and choose Comment out/in this action to uncomment it.

6. Right-click again and choose Convert to Inline-Xbasic.

7. Click Edit Action. If you do not see line numbers to the left of each line then
right-click and choose Line Numbers. You should see this:
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Script Genie: Inline Xbasic g|

Enter the ¥basic code ko execute,
Tip: Press F4 ko test the synkax of your code,

1 'Prompt for product, quantity and size A
2 DIM 3HARED wCategory as C

3 DIM SHARED wProduct Id as C

4 DIM SHARED wouantity as N

5 DIM SHARED w3ize as C

6 DIM SHARED warC result as C

Y wProduct_Id = "7

Swuantity = 1

SyBige = U

10 auto_list wCategory = table.external record o
11

12 temp count = o _count jauto_list vCategory, crl

15 DELETE a wCategory
14 DIM & vwCategory[temp count] as o
15 a vCategory.initialize jauto_list vCategory)

1f mk huartnm 1akhel = Mo
£ >

Lime: 1 of 60 | Column: 1 <actions<[1]<display=""> <51 LI

[ Zoom ko Resizable Mindow ]

8. Click Zoom to Resizable Window.

9. To make the sizes combo box conditional, add conditions at lines 32 and 35, as
shown in bold below:

{region}

Category:| [%v%.22vCategory”=a_vCategory!vCategory_ changed];
Product:| [%e@vProduct_Id_rl_def%.40vProduct_Id!vProduct_Id_changed];
Quantity:| [%z;51,100%.10vQuantity!'vQuantity changed];
{condition=(vSizes_Avail = .T.)}

Size:| [Yo@VSize_rl_def%.20vSize];

{condition=.T.}

{endregion};

10. At line 56, add a lookup expression to update the value of the vSizes_Avail
variable whenever the Product ID changes, that is, when the user chooses the
product from the combo box. Note that we are using:

If a_dlg_button = "vProduct_Id_changed" then
vSizes_Avail = lookupl("F",vProduct_lId,"Sizes_avail","product","Product_Id")
vSize_rl_def = replace_parameters(vSize_rl_def_orig,local_variables())
a_dlg_button =""

end if
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11. Now, for the trick to sort the sizes by the Sort_by field instead of the Size field,
change line 23. Where “25” is circled below, change that to 00.

- I'ITT - L I:'_I. J._LJ.I:‘J._LIL I = k=3
24 wv3ize _rl def orig = "ke=prod size,{keylist_huild (% "H=.02Z5, Drt_By] ,2:25[8ize]h ",

L LTH i 1 Ao

Example #4 Export with Prompt for Filename: “scpProductExport”
Global Script

You can define an Operation in the Alpha Five Control Panel and then convert it to
Xbasic. This example uses an Xdialog to prompt the user for the export file location and
name. That value is then plugged into the converted Export operation.

Here are the steps:

1. Begin on the Code tab of the Alpha Five Control Panel. Create a new script using
Action Scripting.

2. Choose the Display an Xdialog action. Create a variable named vExportFile and
choose the File-Select control as shown below. You may also change the file-
naming pattern by clicking the Define File-select Control button.

Script Genie: Display an XDialog Box

P FcporkFile Define Wariable
Yariable Mame: vExportFile

-
Prompt: Expott ko
X Type: Character .
Width: an |characters
Default value: [ ] ﬂ
Skyle:
e File-select
(] Folder-select
. Figld-select
Add Mew Variable ] w¥ Eepression

% Filker expression
Tl Crder expression
A E-mail_as w

[ Define File-select Contral ]

3. Click Next and give the dialog a title, “Export”. Click Finish.
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4. Minimize the Code Editor and go to the Operations tab of the Control Panel. Edit
(Design) the Export operation named oprProductExport. Click the Show Xbasic
Code button on the toolbar, which is circled in red in the screenshot below.

Help

X | EF'Export Settings | BB Select Records | Run

Export bype: ated [* asc”,
Figld names:  [Export %
Export file: |C:\Documents and SettingsiFrances\My Documentshexport_testcay B
Select fields for expart: Expaort fields:
Table Product EXPORT_TEST.CSY
Product Id Product_Id
Syztem Cateqgary Cateqary
Dezcription Description
Coszt Retail
Retail
Re_Order
Wendar
[ty _In Stock
Sizez_Avall
[ Select all »» ] [ Delete ]

5. Choose the Processed radio button then click the Copy to Clipboard button.

Xbasic x]
i Raw (This is the raw code without any error checking)

(5} Processed (This is the code that is executed if vou run the Operation normally)
() Processed - without confirmation dialogs — (This is the code that is executed if you run the Operation silently)

lexport filensme = "oildocuments and settings'frances\nmy docurentshexport tels
2 1if file.exists(export_filename) then T
3 overwrite result = ui_msg box ("Warning®”, "' "t+export filename+"' slready
5 if owverwrite result <> UL YEZ SELECTED then

5 end

5} end if

Tend if

S8a thl = table.open("product™)

2 0N EREOE GOTC ERROROS06Z006054311562
10

1o

12 DIN a5 operation order as C

13 a5 operation order = "7

14 guery.order = a5_operation order hat
&1/ )
Ling: 1 of 57 | Column: L LM
’ Close ] ’ Copy ko Clipboard ] [ Save as Script
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6. Close the Operations window and return to the Code Editor. Add a new action,
Inline Xbasic.

7. Click Zoom to Resizable Window. Right-click in window and choose Paste to
paste the converted Export code. Change line 1 to use the variable vExportFile
which will contain the file name and location that the user chose on the File-select
dialog box:

export_filename = vExportFile

8. Make the action conditional with the expression shown below (the Expression
Builder will help you choose the varC_result variable). This will assure that the
export runs only if the user clicked OK on the File-select dialog box.

% Code Editor

|SeriptsiFunctions v | [ Open ScriptFunction @ [change | g

scpProductExport | Interactive !

d Add Mew Ackion 4 Delete Action g Edit Action - w | If Showhide Conditions

'gJ Display an S(E).ialug Box Prompt for export file lncation and name
2| E Inline ¥basic Export to the user-specified file

Action is conditional

Execute action if: |-ondition expressian is True v

Expression: Yar-zvarC_result="0K"| E[

9. Save the script.

Example #5 Adding records/FOR...NEXT loop: “Add Lines for Sizes”
Button

Action Scripting does not do FOR...NEXT or WHILE...END WHILE loops. These must
be defined in Xbasic. However, you can use the Action Script Genies to generate the
code that will be used within the loop.

The “Add Lines for Sizes” button on the Products and Sizes form helps the user enter the
sizes for a new product quickly. It assigns the sequence numbers (e,.g. 001, 002, etc.) that
will be used elsewhere to sort the sizes logically instead of alphabetically.
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£ Print Product List |

Proguct IC [POD1

Categary |Clnthing

Dezcription |LInu:uF|:uld Gick Dry Socks

Price |7.08

wendor |VEIEIE | |Outdu:u:|r Adventure Equipment Company

Guantity in Stock:

Add Sizes from List

Add Lines for Sizes

How many lines do vou want to add?: |

oK ] [ Cancel ] *

The Add Lines for Sizes button was created using the techniques covered in previous
examples. Here are the key actions that make this button work.

1. The product ID for the record on the screen is saved to the variable vProduct_ID.

Script Genie: Get Field Yalues (into variables)

et the "alug' property of object(s) in which window?

b_urrent Form or Browse Window

@rroduct d [}
(=]

“alue' property For khis object is bype: C

Property walueg: 'PO01

Stare property value in a variable called: | product I

I
|
|
et Yalue' property of the Fallowing objects:
Yariable scope: Shared "
[
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2. The user is prompted to enter the number of lines to add. This is stored in the

vAddSizeLines variable.

Script Genie: Display an XDialog Box

wAddSizelines Define Wariable
- Wariable Hame: |vAddSizeLines |
Prompt: |H0w marry lines do you want ko al:l|
» Type: | Murneric w |
Widkh: characters
Default value: [ | o
Style: Text Box
List Biox
@ Radio Butkon
- [i#2] Calculator
Add Mew Variable ] ] Spin Contral

Define Spin Conkrol

3. The Xbasic Enter Record action adds a new record to the Prod_Size table.

Script Genie: Xbasic Enter Record

Select Action:

Enter a new record

Specify name of Table to edit:

prod_size w
Fields to enterfedit: pdate field to a:
Product Id (Character, 12,00 |"-"a|ue contained in a variable 4 |
Wariable Marne:
| C vProduct_ID w |

[ Add Fields ][ Remove Field ]

Include error checking code
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4. The Xbasic Enter Record action is converted to inline Xbasic. The lines shown in
bold are added to the script. The FOR...NEXT loop adds the number of size
records that the user requested.

'‘Open the table that you want to update...
dimtblas p
tbl = table.open("prod_size",FILE_ RW_SHARED)

dimiasn
FORi=1TO vAddSizeLines

tbl.enter_begin()
tbl.PRODUCT _ID = convert_type(vProduct_ID,"Character")
tbl.Sort_by = padl(Itrim(str(i)),3,"0")
tbl.enter_end(.t.)
NEXT

tbl.close()

Example #6 Adding Records with Listbox Values: “Add Sizes from
List” Button

This example takes the previous button one step further. It allows the user to choose
which sizes they want add. This is accomplished with a multi-select list box.

£ Print Product List

Product D [P125

Category  [Clothing

Description |Alpha Software Sweatshirt

Price  [35.00

Yendor [v004 | |Leisure Time Spotts Inc.

Quiantity in Stock:

I

Add Lines for Sizes

Sizes Avalakle? 7] Size L Sizes to Add

* [cMew size>
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Key steps are:

1. Create an Xdialog Box with the Multi-Select List Box control. The user’s choices
are saved in the vSizes variable.

Define Variable
Wariable Mame: |

Choices for Multi-select: List Box are:

- |v3izes | |_|5E!r' Defined
SLEnEE: Isizes | Veter oot ot chaices, with each cheice on a new line,

» Type: | Character w | iéS ~
Width: 4D_§chara-:ters, Height: Ig_llines {r1 E]
Default Yalue: :|_| — = |>_<L

Stylet Text Box - Al

Multi-line Text Box
HF Combo B

n EF Edit-Combo Bax
Lis o
@ Radio Button
1= Multi-select List Box
& Check Box-List Box

[ Define List Box ]

(% J [ % |

Preview xdialog

Enter the name of Alpha Five wariable associated
with this pararmeter.

[] advanced Formatting?

Tip: Use advanced formatting to specify background colars,
Sach =i alternating row colors, fonts, columns etc,

Mulki-Select List Box Behavior:
=
!Single click on item ko add to selected list -

2. Convert the Xbasic Enter Record action to Xbasic and save it in as a Global
Script. This allows you to use the full Xbasic Code Editor to edit the script. This

script, shown on the next page, was saved with the name scpProductAddSizes and
appears on the Code tab of the Control Panel.
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dimtbl as p
tbl = table.open("prod_size",FILE_ RW_SHARED)

dim countas n
count =w_count(vSizes,crlf())

dimiasn
FORi=1TO count
dim vSizeline as ¢
vSizelLine = word(vSizes,i,crlf())

tbl.enter_begin()
tbl.PRODUCT _ID = convert_type(vProduct_ID,"Character")
tbl.Sort_by = padI(ltrim(str(i)),3,"0")
tbl.Size = vSizeline
tbl.enter_end(.t.)
NEXT

tbl.close()

3. Use the Run a Script action to run the saved script.
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Tips

You can use the Xbasic Script Genie in the Xbasic Editor to generate code for
you! It will open the Action Script Editor, let you choose and customize an action,
and then give you the option to paste the code into the Xbasic Editor.

Alpha Five - [Code Editor] FEX

File Edit ‘iew Code Window Help =131 x|
‘E‘%‘fﬁ‘fﬁ"ﬂ&l%ﬁﬂ a - &

I
Illy
I
Il
1
[+
“a
&
B
-

k

==

You can attach a script (Action Script or Xbasic) to a form or field event such as
OnChange, but these events are difficult to test. It is easiest to start by putting
your script on a button or a global script. Test it there and then paste the actions or
code to the event.

Before you convert an Action Scripting action to Xbasic, copy the action and
comment it out. This prevents it from running. The unconverted action will serve
as a backup in case you have trouble with the changes you make in Xbasic. Later
on, it will help understand the Xbasic.
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Note: Right-click on the action to choose Comment Out/In This Action.

Operations that you define in the Control Panel can easily be converted to Xbasic.
Edit the operation and use the toolbar button shown below.
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